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#LeaveNoOneBehind by achieving 

health equity for all  

As the world collectively strives to respond to the COVID-19 

outbreak, weaknesses across our global health systems are being 

revealed. Infectious diseases know no borders and our best line 

of defense is our ability to respond in a way that ensures timely 

access to quality health care for all.  

Every year approximately 100 million people are pushed into 

poverty because of health care associated costs, and half the 

world’s population do not have access to the health care they 

need.1 We know that global health emergencies like COVID-19 

place an additional strain on countries’ capacity to provide 

adequate health services, and people living in poverty face the 

greatest health risks. 

#LeaveNoOneBehind is an important ambition of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which includes an 

aim to achieve “universal health coverage” (UHC). To ensure everyone, everywhere has access to quality health 

services, we need well trained health workers, affordable and accessible medicines and vaccines, and safe 

environments for delivering people-centred care.  

about Canada’s commitment to UHC 

An enhanced focus on universal health coverage (UHC) is critical for mitigating the direct and secondary impacts 

of COVID-19. For example, people with tuberculosis (TB) are especially vulnerable to COVID-19 due to lung 

damage. In order to achieve UHC, adequate resourcing is needed for immunization, adequate nutrition and 

access to services for preventing and treating diseases. 

 
1 World Health Organization. https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc) 

“Weak links in a health system 

are deadly fuel to pandemics. 

Universal health coverage fills 

gaps and strengthens our 

defenses.” 

Dr. Peter Piot, 2015, Director, London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://youtu.be/pj-AvTOdk2Q
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc)
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A UHC success story – the case of Kenya 

Decades of sustained policy efforts to promote equitable, affordable and quality health services 

culminated in the launch of a universal health coverage scheme in Kenya in 2018. Initially piloted in 

four Kenyan counties, the scheme includes a number of healthcare reforms that are set to be rolled 

out nationwide by 2022. Reforms include the provision of free maternity services, user-fee removal in 

public primary health facilities, and a health insurance subsidy program for the poor.   

Learn more: Building Health: Kenya’s Move to Universal Health Coverage 
 

To learn more about the connection between climate and immunizations please click here. 

key asks 
Global health emergencies require a global response. World leaders can step up by contributing generously to 

efforts to support the COVID-19 response around the world and helping to develop resilience to future disease 

outbreaks by upholding the following commitments in practice:   

1. Ensure political leadership beyond health – commit to achieve UHC for health lives and well-being for 

all at all stages, as a social contract.  

2. Leave no one behind – pursue equity in access to quality health services with financial protection. 

3. Regulate and legislate – create a strong, enabling regulatory and legal environment responsive to 

people’s needs.  

4. Uphold quality of care – build quality health systems that people and communities trust.   

5. Invest more, invest better – sustain public financing and harmonise health investments.  

6. Move together – establish multi-stakeholder mechanisms for engaging the whole of society for a 

healthier world.  

7. Ensure gender-equitable responses – protect, respect and fulfill the rights of women and girls.  

Canada’s commitments to date                                          Since 

the outbreak of COVID-19 Canada has committed the following to support global health efforts: 
• $84.5 million to international partners to support humanitarian appeals 

• $40 million to the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations for COVID-19 vaccine development  

• $30 million to address country specific requests for assistance  

• $5 million to global health security capacity building  

• $275 million for coronavirus research and development of medical countermeasures, including antivirals, 

vaccine development and support for clinical trials  

• $52 million for research projects focused on developing and implementing measures to rapidly detect, 

manage and reduce the transmission of COVID-19  

Learn more: Backgrounder - Canada provides funding to address COVID-19 pandemic, www.uch30.org, Canada’s 

plan to mobilize science to fight COVID-19 
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https://www.afro.who.int/news/building-health-kenyas-move-universal-health-coverage
https://www.jhsph.edu/ivac/2019/09/16/3-things-we-know-about-vaccines-in-a-climate-change-future/
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2020/04/backgrounder---canada-provides-funding-to-address-covid-19-pandemic.html
http://www.uch30.org/
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/03/23/canadas-plan-mobilize-science-fight-covid-19
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/03/23/canadas-plan-mobilize-science-fight-covid-19
http://www.resultscanada.ca/
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