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key facts on ACT-A and food 

insecurity 
 

the ACT-Accelerator 
 

• To date, COVID-19 has claimed more than 1.2 million lives and infected more than 48 million 

people all over the world. With entire continents now experiencing a resurgence in cases, living 

with and managing the impact and consequences of COVID-19 is the new global reality. 

• Access to and uptake of existing tools to fight COVID-19 remains extremely limited, especially 

in low- and low middle-income countries. According to epidemiological modelling done, a 

scenario where high-income countries would receive the first 2 out of 3 billion doses of a 

vaccine would avert 33% of deaths, compared to 61% if all countries received the 3 billion 

doses proportional to their populations. That means putting principles of equity into practice 

would save more lives!  

• Powerful new economic insights argue that fast and universal access to COVID-19 tools would 

increase global income by US$ 9 trillion by the end of 2025 

• By end 2025, it is estimated that the world could lose US$ 28 trillion in gross domestic product 

(GDP) because of the pandemic 

• Because of COVID-19, an estimated 90 million more people are at risk of being thrust into 

poverty in 2020 alone.  

• Fully financing the ACT-Accelerator, to contribute to a shortening of the duration of this crisis, 

would be paid back in less than 36 hours once global mobility and trade are restored. 

• Any delays due to an unprepared or under-funded deployment effort has colossal costs: for 

each month lost in scaling up access to COVID-19 tools, the world is currently losing 120,000 

lives,  US$ 460 billion in economic output, and US$ 600 billion in global trade revenue. 

• A total budget of $US 38 billion is required to deliver the program. As of 1 November 2020, 

there remains a total funding gap of US $28.5 billion, of which $4.6 billion is urgently needed. 

• So far, Canada has contributed CAN $413 million to the ACT-Accelerator, of which $253 million 

has been channeled through the Vaccine Pillar to purchase doses for low- and middle-income 

countries. 
 

a secondary crisis: nutrition and food insecurity 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/report/2020-report/#GlobalPerspective
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/13/a-long-uneven-and-uncertain-ascent/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/13/a-long-uneven-and-uncertain-ascent/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
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• Disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic are exacerbating 

the hunger crisis, with an estimated 265 million people expected to 

face acute food insecurity this year; which is almost double the 

amount of people suffering hunger in 2019.  

• Women and girls from low- and middle-income countries represent 60% of the world’s food 

insecure. 

• Each percentage point drop in global Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during COVID-19 is 

expected to result in an additional 0.7 million stunted children 

• A Call to Action published by four UN agency directors’ general in The Lancet predicts that 

without timely action, an additional 6.7 million children will be wasted in 2020—a 14.3 percent 

increase—due to COVID-19 related economic disruptions. Nearly 130,000 children under five 

will die due to increased wasting and reduced nutrition services. 

• Ending malnutrition is critical for economic and human development. 

• UN agencies have estimated that a minimum of US$2.4 billion is needed immediately to 

increase coverage of preventative nutrition services and address this steep uptick in wasting. 

• Japan, together with the United Kingdom, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, will 

invite the world to Tokyo in 2021 to mobilize new commitments and new ambition for a world 

without malnutrition at a Nutrition4Growth Summit.  

• Nutrition experts have set Canada’s global investment target at a minimum of CAN $850 

million over five years. Increased nutrition investments are critical to maximize the coherence 

and impact of Canada’s overall development portfolio and to respond to COVID-19. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.wfp.org/news/covid-19-will-double-number-people-facing-food-crises-unless-swift-action-taken
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/SG-Policy-Brief-on-COVID-Impact-on-Food-Security.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31648-2/fulltext
https://nutritionforgrowth.org/

