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ending COVID-19 Everywhere: 

Canada's role and opportunity  

the ask 
We ask that you support Canada to invest the equivalent of at least 1% of its COVID-19 response in 

new and additional aid towards an emergency global response to end the pandemic everywhere. 

Funds must go to global health agencies delivering on the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) 

Accelerator to respond directly to the virus, as well as towards efforts to mitigate the secondary 

impacts of the crisis. So far, Canada has invested approximately $1.1 B to the global COVID-19 

response – that’s approximately halfway to the 1% target (CAN $2.3 billion).1 

 

how should Canada’s investments be directed?  

the ACT-Accelerator 

The ACT-Accelerator (ACT-A), which stands for Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator, is the world’s 

best bet for a COVID-19 ‘exit strategy’. ACT-A is a first of its kind coalition bringing together global 

health agencies like the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria, GAVI the Vaccine Alliance, 

and the World Bank Group amongst others, to deliver an integrated ‘end-to-end’ global solution that 

targets the root cause of the crisis. ACT-A consists of three pillars – diagnostics, therapeutics and 

vaccines – each of which serve a different critical function in advancing medical solutions to end 

COVID-19. A ‘Health Systems Connector’ supports the three pillars by strengthening distribution 

systems and providing healthcare workers with the tools necessary to deliver safe care. ACT-A 

ultimately aims to ensure that the COVID-19 response is equitable and rapidly reaches those who need 

support most.  

Canada should play a central role in supporting ACT-A as a critical initiative to end COVID-19 

everywhere. A total budget of $US 38 billion is required to deliver the program. As of 1 November 

2020, there remains a total funding gap of US $28.5 billion, of which $4.6 billion is urgently needed. To 

put the funding need into perspective, US $38 billion represents less than 1% of what G20 

governments have already committed to domestic economic stimulus packages. Fully financing ACT-A 

to shorten the duration of the crisis would see investments paid back in less than 36 hours once 

international mobility and trade is restored.  

 
1 As of July 2020, Canada had spent $230 Billion on a domestic response to support Canadians.  

https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator
https://www.theglobalfund.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.finddx.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ACT-A-Dx_Investment-Case_FINAL.pdf
https://unitaid.org/assets/Therapeutics-Partnership-Investment-Case.pdf
https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/Gavi-COVAX-AMC-IO.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/economic-investment-case-final-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=91d67ff6_4&download=true
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/economic-investment-case-final-v2.pdf?sfvrsn=91d67ff6_4&download=true
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/act-accelerator/act-a-urgent-priorities-financing-requirements-final-single-11nov20.pdf
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So far, Canada has contributed CAN $413 million to the ACT-Accelerator, 

of which $253 million has been channeled through the Vaccine Pillar to 

purchase doses for low- and middle-income countries. While Canada has 

taken good first steps, more needs to be done, including committing funding to the other, 

underfinanced pillars, as well as the Health Connector.  

 

a secondary crisis: nutrition and food insecurity 

In many countries, COVID-19 is not the only crisis. Secondary impacts of the pandemic are numerous, 

demonstrated by an estimated 90 million more people are at risk of being thrust into poverty in 2020 

alone. An urgent response is needed to end the unprecedented humanitarian and development crisis 

caused by the pandemic. The collateral impact of the pandemic is leading to rising rates of gender-

based violence, an estimated 1.2 billion learners being out of school, and at least 80 million children 

set to miss routine vaccinations critical to preventing disease outbreaks.  
 

The impact on food insecurity and rising rates of malnutrition are particularly devastating. The world 

was already facing serious challenges. Following decades of decline, the number of people suffering 

from hunger and food insecurity has been on the rise since 2014, indicating a critical investment need. 

However, disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic are further exacerbating the crisis, with an 

estimated 265 million people expected to face acute food insecurity this year; which is almost double 

the amount of people suffering hunger in 2019.  
 

This year, Canada has an opportunity to take ambitious action to mitigate the impact of the pandemic 

on nutrition and food insecurity. In 2013, world leaders responded to the call to increase nutrition 

funding at Nutrition4Growth, a global pledging conference, and then again in 2017. As those 

commitments come to an end in 2020, Japan, together with the United Kingdom, and the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, will invite the world to Tokyo in 2021 to mobilize new commitments and 

new ambition for a world without malnutrition. Canada has committed to hosting a pre-pledging 

moment this December and should take a leading role in tackling the secondary impacts of the 

pandemic by committing new and additional nutrition-specific funding at the virtual event. Nutrition 

experts have set Canada’s global investment target at a minimum of CAN $850 million over five years. 

Increased nutrition investments are critical to maximize the coherence and impact of Canada’s overall 

development portfolio and to respond to COVID-19. 

 

what you can do as a Member of Parliament 

A Global crisis requires a global response. We invite you to share your support for Canada to invest in 

an emergency global response to end the pandemic everywhere by:  
 

https://blogs.imf.org/2020/10/13/a-long-uneven-and-uncertain-ascent/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/nutritionlibrary/publications/state-food-security-nutrition-2020-inbrief-en.pdf?sfvrsn=65fbc6ed_4
https://www.wfp.org/news/covid-19-will-double-number-people-facing-food-crises-unless-swift-action-taken
https://nutritionforgrowth.org/
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1. Writing a letter to the Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 

showing support for Canada to invest at least 1% (CAN $2.3 billion) 

in new and additional aid towards an emergency global response, 

with funds channeled through the ACT Accelerator 

2. Letting the Minister of International Development know that you support an ambitious pledge 

to tackle nutrition at Canada’s Nutrition4Growth event this December  

3. Amplifying the importance of a global COVID-19 response by becoming a champion in your 

caucus, hosting an event with constituents or joining the Global Health Caucus 

4. Making a statement in the House of Commons, taking to social media, or writing an op-ed with 

support from Results Canada by emailing Lindsay@resultscanada.ca  

 

mailto:Lindsay@resultscanada.ca

